
3. Jesus Predicts the Destruction 
of the Temple
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1. What question did the disciples ask Jesus?
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1. What question did the disciples ask Jesus?

“When shall these things be, and what will be the sign of 
Your coming and the end of the world?”.
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• David wanted to build a temple.

• Solomon built and dedicated it.

• Destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC.

• Rebuilt after the 70-year captivity and enlarged under 
Herod the Great.

2. Had the temple ever been destroyed before?



3. What does Jesus say about Jerusalem in Matthew 23?
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3. What does Jesus say about Jerusalem in Matthew 23?

“Your house shall be left unto you desolate.”
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4. Jesus’ reply to the disciples really had two parts, mingled 
for their benefit.
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4. Jesus’ reply to the disciples really had two parts, mingled 
for their benefit.

• The destruction of the temple in AD 70.

• His second coming at the end of the world.

Prophetic principle: Some prophecies have a dual fulfillment.
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• False Christs.

• Wars and rumors of wars.

• Famines, pestilences, earthquakes.

• Persecution.

• Lawlessness.

• The preaching of the gospel of the kingdom.

5. How many of the signs apply to either the destruction of 
Jerusalem, or Christ’s second coming, or both events.



6. What solemn warning did Jesus give us toward the end of 
His discourse?
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6. What solemn warning did Jesus give us toward the end of 
His discourse?

To always be ready.
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• Righteousness by faith (wedding garment).

• The oil of the Holy Spirit.

• The importance of “investing” for Jesus.

• Our works of compassion and charity portray our heart’s 
nature in the judgment.

7. Notice the lessons in several of Jesus’ parables about 
“being ready.”



8. How does the Bible describe Christ’s second coming?
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8. How does the Bible describe Christ’s second coming?

That it would be a literal and visible coming (no secret 
rapture).
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9. What does “as a thief in the night” mean?
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9. What does “as a thief in the night” mean?

He takes the world completely by surprise.
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10. What kind of eternal kingdom has God promised us?
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10. What kind of eternal kingdom has God promised us?

No death, crying, or sorrow—eternal life!
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